264                         Caste.

Kshatriyas he deprived of the study of the Vedas, in
consequence of which, and of their desertion by the
Brahmans, they became Mlechhas, or outcastes. From
this and similar stones the writers evidently imagined
that the people inhabiting the neighbouring countries
were once part of their own nation, who through their
wickedness lost their position as members of one or
other of the four great castes.